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the mind of Nachiketas when he thought as in the
stanza now under discussion. He meant to say that
he was ever diligent to act up to the expectations of
his Guru and parent: that in some cases, now and
then, he had slipped down to "the so-so" category
when he could not understand the wish of his Guru
for the moment and could not, therefore, execute it
before the Guru's expressed command. In short,
Nachiketas confesses that he lias never been consci-
ously or unconsciously of last type and thai he never
hopes now to become one by disobeying a command
expressed by his father-and-Guni.
The boy knew that his father never meant what
he said. But no compromise is sanctioned or allowed
in Sanathana Dharma Sastra. Moral and ethical
codes of living are to be followed, if at all, in toto
and as such. To add our own conditions and inter-
pretations to it is to molest Dharma openly and serve
our sensuous nature. Rank Adharma is far better,
friends, than compromised Dharma practised with
insincerity.
The tomb of our culture has been opened up
with the spades of such distorted practices of the
Eternal Dharmas by the Hindus. Had we, as a nation*
the brutal animal-courage to be outright Adharmis,
we would have been today, probably, far better, at
least, in our material life ! Neither have we the spiri-
tual heroism to walk the path of Dharma nor have
we the flesh-fleshy daring to be Adharmis. Compro-
mising ourselves in our womanly cowardice, we
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